Antibodies to GM1 and GD1b in patients with motor neuron disease without plasma cell dyscrasia.
Fifty-nine percent of 49 patients with motor neuron disease and 25% of 91 control subjects had IgM antibodies to ganglioside GM1 but usually not to GD1b at titers less than 1:80. This suggests that antibodies to GM1 may be part of the normal human antibody repertoire. However, given the higher incidence of antibodies to GM1 in patients with motor neuron disease, there may be specific epitopes important in antiganglioside antibodies associated with motor neuron disease.